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DRAFTED BY OES/NET/EIC: D H COOPER 
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DOE/IA: R SLAWSON 
EUR/WE: E BEIGEL (SUBS) 

EUR/RPE: K STOCKER (INEO) 

EB/FSE: H KOP (INEO) 

ACDA/NX: R WILLIAMSON 

092048 121755Z/73 

P 121714ZSEP78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 230601 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, ENRG, FR 

SUBJ: COGEMA ACCEPTANCE OF SPENT NUCLEAR EUEL SHIPPING 
CASKS 

1. REPRESENTATIVES OE NL NUCLEAR, A U.S. FIRM SPECIALIZING 
IN TRANSPORTATION OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS, RECENTLY 
NOTIEIED DEPARTMENT AND DOE THAT NL NUCLEAR'S SWISS AEFILI- 
ATE (SULZER) HAD BEEN ADVISED BY COGEMA (ERENCH SPENT 
NUCLEAR EUEL REPROCESSOR) THAT THERE WAS NO CHANCE OF 
SELLING OTHER THAN TRANSNUCLEAIRE FABRICATED SPENT FUEL 
SHIPPING CASKS IN PRANCE. NL NUCLEAR IS INTERPRETING 
COGEMA STATEMENT AS MEANING THAT CASKS FABRICATED BY OTHER 
THAN TRANSNUCLEAR WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE COGEMA 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 230601 

REPROCESSING PACILITY, WHICH WOULD HAVE THE EFPECT OP BARR- 
ING SALE OF NL NUCLEAR CASKS TO ANY OF COGEMA'S CUSTOMERS, 
WHICH INCLUDE UTILITIES OUTSIDE OP FRANCE AND EC. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED DISCUSS GIST OF PARA 1 ABOVE WITH 
APPROPRIATE FRENCH AND COGEMA OPFICIALS AND ATTEMPT 
ASCERTAIN WHETHER NL NUCLEAR'S INTERPRETATION OF COGEMA 
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STATEMENT TO SULZER DOES IN FACT REPRESENT OFFICIAL GOF 
AND/OR COGEMA POSITION(S). IF SO, EMBASSY SHOULD REQUEST 
THAT WE BE ADVISED OF ANY TECHNICAL REASON FOR SUCH POSITION. 

EYE NL NUCLEAR IS CONVINCED THAT THERE ARE NO REPEAT 
NO VALID TECHNICAL REASONS FOR BARRING ACCEPTANCE OF ANY 
SHIPPING CASK, REGARDLESS OF MANUFACTURER, WHICH HAS MET 
ALL REQUIREMENTS OF COGNIZANT REGULATORY AUTHORITY. 

ENDFYI. CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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